


What is e-Waste?

Electronic and electrical devices which have 
reached end of life for the consumer. 
Å Computing and Data storage Devices, 

Å Home Appliances (TV, Refrigerators, Washing 

Machines), Mobile phones, 

Å Switches, 

Å Wires and chords,

Å Batteries, Electric toys, Clocks and Watches

Å Medical Appliances
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e-Waste Issues

Å e-Waste by itself is not hazardous but when dismantled in an improper 

manner it poses a threat to environment as there are components that 

contain heavy metals and PVC etc.

Å e-Waste contains valuable metals such as copper, gold, silver, platinum 

(Motherboard, PCB, Wires) and the informal sector looks to recover 

these at minimal cost. 

Å The items are often burnt or put in acid to extract the precious metals.

Å GTZ-MAIT study estimates 90% of e-Waste recycling is undertaken by 

the informal sector in India. Crude rudimentary processes by informal 

sector lead to environmental pollution, occupational health and safety 

hazards and low efficiency of extraction. 

Å It is one of the fastest growing waste streams, Bangalore alone 

generates 15,000 tonnes per year.

reduce, reuse, recycle, refuse, recover, repair, restore, reclaim



Burning  to retrieve component, releases toxic 

and carcinogenic substances into the air
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Burning of cables for copper 

extraction.
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Toxic fumes



Workers exposed to toxic 

substances



Waste from recycling is disposed 

in open drains
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GTZ-MAIT study estimates 90% of e-Waste recycling 
is undertaken by the informal sector in India. Crude 
rudimentary processes by informal sector lead to 
environmental pollution, occupational health and 

safety hazards and low efficiency of extraction. 
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