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BENGALURU:Afatherandson,
who had come from Dubai on
vacation, drowned in a pond
at their farmhouse in Yelek-
yathanahalli village in Nela-
mangalaontheoutskirtsofthe
cityyt onThursday.

Rajanna (55), who works
as an engineer in Dubai, had
come to India with his family
earlier thisweek.

According to the police,
Rajanna and his family along
withrelativeswereatthefarm-
house for a reunion. Around
2.30pm,Rajanna’s sonAmith
(17)gotintothepond.ButAm-
ith, who did not know swim-
ming,startedstrugglinginthe
water. Rajanna, who also did
notknowhowtoswim,jumped
in to rescue his son. But both
of them did not surface, the
Dobbspetpolicesaid.Thebod-
ieswere laterrecoveredbythe
fire and emergency services
personnel.

Thepolicehaveregistereda
caseofunnaturaldeath.
DHNewsService

Father, son
drown
inpond at
farmhouse

BENGALURU:A retired IPS of-
ficer’s house was burgled in
HSR Layout while he and his
family were out on a vacation
earlier thisweek.

Thieves broke into the for-
mer IGP-ranked officer M V
Murthy’shousebetwwt eenMon-
day and Thursday and made
away with gold and other
valuables, the police suspect.
Hishouse, inSector4nearthe
BDA Complex, did not have
CCTV cameras or guards, the
policesaid.

Murthy and his family had
gone to his native place Mul-
bagalonMondaymorningand
returned on Thursday to find
a window of his house broken

open.Theburglarshadcutthe
grills. The police suspect the
thievescouldhavenoticedthat
the newspapers at the door-
step had not been picked up
forseveraldaysandconcluded
that there was no one in the
houseandburgled it.

Murthy has lodged a com-
plaintwiththeHSRLayoutpo-
lice, who are analysing CCTV
footage from surrounding
areas to identifyyf theburglars.

Murthyhadserved theKar-
nataka police till 2008 when
hedecidedtooptforVRS(Vol-
untary Retirement Scheme)
five months before his retire-
ment.
DHNewsService

Former IPSofficer’s
houseburgled

BENGALURU,DHNS:A 14-year-
old girl committed suicide by
hanging at her house in Jaga-
jeevanRamNagar in theearly
hoursonFriday.

The police said the girl
took the extreme step over
an argument with her mother
about helping with household
chores.

The victim, Sandhya B, was
living with her mother Bu-
mika, a vegetable vendor, in
Padarayanapura. Sandhya’s
father had passed away a few
yearsago,andshehadstopped
goingtoschool,thepolicesaid.

On Friday, Sandhya report-
edly had an argument with
hermotherandwentuptothe
terrace and hanged herself.
Bumikafoundherbodyaftera
while.She leftnosuicidenote,
thepolicesaid.

It is said that Sandhya’s sis-
terhadalsocommittedsuicide
twwt oyearsago.

14-year-old
argueswith
mom, kills self

BENGALURU:Fourdaysafter
thearrestofParashuram
Waghmore, twoeyewitness-
eshave identifiedhimasthe
manwhopulledthetrigger
tokill senior journalist
GauriLankeshon
September5.

Sources in the Special
Investigation Team said a
journalism student and a
construction labourer have
identified Waghmore as the
killer.They furtheraddedthat
labourers were sleeping at an
under-construction building
close to Gauri’s residence. On
the night of September 5, one

of them saw her killer close-
ly. Similarly, the journalism
student from Raichur, staying

in a PG accommodation close
to Gauri’s residence, also saw
him coming out of her com-
poundandfllf eeingthescene.

Based on their description,
SIT officials made an artistic
sketchofthekillerandanother
accusedadayafterthemurder.

The two witnesses were
called after the arrest of the
accused and they picked
Waghmore in the identifica-
tionparade.

A senior official said all the
accused were paraded before
them.

The journalism student
saidWaghmorehurriedoutof
Gauri’s house and sped away.

Hestoppedaftercrossinghim
andstaredback.

Of the three sketches they
made, one matched 75% to
Waghmore. The SIT will
take Waghmore to Gauri’s
residence to reconstruct the
crime. They will make him
wearthehelmetandthejacket
andsendthefootagetotheFo-
rensic Science Laboratory for
matching it with the original
CCTV footage from the day of
thekilling.

SITofficialsreferredtotheir
investigation, which showed
Amol Kale, the third accused
in thecase,as themastermind
behind the killing. They are

still to arrest three more ac-
cused, including Nihal alias
Dada.Aseniorofficial saidthe
probe will be completed with
thearrests.

OnFriday,SITofficials took
Waghmore to Magadi Road,
where he stayed with others
for a few days before shooting
Gauri. They collected infor-
mation from the neighbours
about Waghmore and held
spotmahazar.

WaghmoretoldtheSITthat
afewpeoplehavebrainwashed
him to commit the crime.
Claiming to be a protector
of religion, he said his work
wouldbegracedbygod.

TwwT oeyewiiw tnessesidentiit ffi yyf
WaghmoreasGauri’skiik lli lll er
Bothrecognisesuspectduringanidentificationparade

Thearrestedsuspect,
ParashuramWaghmore

BENGALURU, DHNS: Deputy
Chief Minister G Paramesh-
wara ordered the removal of
garbage accumulated within
200 metres of the buffer zone
near the Doddabidarakallu
andHemmigepurawastepro-
cessingplants.

Parameshwar,also theBen-
galuruDevelopmentMinister,
onFridayvisitedthewastepro-
cessing plant at Doddabidar-
akallu. He ordered to process
25,000 litres of leachate and
also to afoot the supply of
waste to IndiumCompany—a
waste to energy plant that will
convert 100 tonnes of mixed
waste into two-MW energy
everyday.

Theministerorderednot to
release the leachate outside
but to process it within the
plant.

BBMPcommissionerMMa-
heshwar Rao, mayor R Sam-
path Raj and Sarfaraz Khan,

joint commis-
sioner, health
and solid waste
management,
were also pres-
ent with Para-
meshwar.

T h e r e s -
i d e n t s h a d
s o u g h t t h e
shutdown of

the waste processing plant at
Hemmigepura, as the nearby
areawasfilledwithstenchand
mosquitoes,causinginconven-
iencetothem.

H o w e v e r , t h e y a r e
convinced that the visit would
not bring any progressive
changes.

“Acoupleofmonthsago,the
former mayor had also visited
theplace.Butnothinghashap-
pened until now. This might
be just another such event,”
said V K Srivatsa, a resident of
Hemmigepura.

Clearbufferzonenear
wasteplants:DyCM

Deputy
ChiefMinister
Parameshwara

BENGALURU,DHNS:The
constructionofamudroad
throughtheVarthurLakefor
layingthepipelineofKCval-
leyprojecthad left citizens
andactivists lockinghorns
with theminor irrigation
departmentandsought the
interventionof theNational
GreenTribunal (NGT).

Determined to get away
with its work, the department
had claimed that it was only
working on an existing road
alongthe lake.

However, the inspection
report by the NGT team, as-
sisted by the scientists of Indi-
an Institute of Science (IISc),
has not only disproved the de-
partment’s argument but also
proved a possible nexus be-
twwt eenlandmafiaandbuilders.

The experts have recom-
mended the NGT to order a
high-level inquiry to unravel
the guilt of the officers in-
volved intheepisode.

The NGT-appointed com-
mission,ledbysenioradvocate
Raj Punjwani, visited Varthur
Lake and listened to the argu-
ments of citizens in April this

yearaboutthedepartmentille-
gallybuildingaroaddisregard-
ingtherulesandlawsonlakes.

The department argued
that the road has been laid on
an already existing road and
willdismantleitoncompletion
of theproject.

Doubtful of the depart-
ment’sclaims,thecommission
requestedthescientistsofIISc
toverifyyf the facts.

The scientists submitted
theirreport inthefirstweekof
May to the commission high-
lightingthattherewasnotrace

of any road passing through
the lake!

“We have been doing re-
search in these localities since
1997 and there was no such
hugeroadtillMarch2017.But
in 2017, a local builder creat-
ed a mud road by pushing the
fence of the lake. In Bengalu-
ru’s history, we have not seen
the removalof a roadafter the
completion of the intended
purpose and none of the pa-
ra-state agency neither have
theauthorityyt norwilltoensure
the dismantling of the road.

Laying pipes will erode the
physical integrity of the lake,
apart from triggering fllf ood-
likesituationintheneighbour-
hood with these pipes block-
ing the stormwater drains
(SWDs). These works violate
NGT’searlierordersonbuffer
zones of lakes and SWDs,” the
scientistssaidintheirreportto
theNGTcommission.

Based on this, the commis-
sion opined: “Neither there
was a DPR to execute a pro-
ject worth Rs 13.50 crore nor
was there any environmental

study undertaken to assess
the ecological consequences
duetothebuildingoftheroad.
The department has also not
considered alternative scien-
tific methods to lay the pipes.
Having dumped only building
debris, the chief engineer of
the minor irrigation depart-
ment, deliberately avoided
giving complete and correct
information on the extent of
theroad.

“Satellite pictures do not
show any existing road in the
lakebedearlier to theawardof
theproject in2016.”

Summing up observations,
the panel noted: “The com-
mission has not even an iota
of doubt in holding with re-
gardtotheconstructionofthe
saidroadthattheintegrityyt and
ecology of the Varthur Lake
have been seriously compro-
mised.Theallegationofscien-
tistsaboutthenexuswithland
mafia and builders is prima
faciejustifiedandanappropri-
ateindependentenquiryneeds
to be instituted to unravel the
guilt of theofficers involved in
thecatastrophe.”

IIScscientistsdisproveminor irrigation
department’s roadclaimonVarthurLake

Amudroadbeing laid throughtheVarthurLakefor layingapipeline.DHFILEPHOTO

Stagnant rainwater causes inconvenience tomotoristsat theQueen’sRoad
junctiononFriday.Moderate rain lashed thecity,withanaverage9.59mm
rainfall being recorded in theBBMPlimits.According to theBBMPcontrol
room, four casesof trees fallwere reported fromAttiguppe,ChandraLayout,
BTMLayoutandCottonpet.DHPHOTO/SKDINESH

Hassled ride

BENGALURU, DHNS:Medical
and dental aspirants who
hoped to get a seat through
counselling for National El-
igibility and Entrance Test
(NEET) complained of sev-
eral technical glitches on the
official sitesonFriday.

Most of them did not even
have access to it till the end of
theday.

The process of online reg-
istration for the Karnataka
NEET exam started at 4 pm
buttill lateatnight,candidates
didnothaveaccess to thesite.

Aspirants who have regis-
tered with KEA for the Com-
mon Entrance Test 2018 and
verified their documents
ought to register for NEET-
2018 by entering their CET-
2018admissionticketnumber
throughthesite.

Students complainofglitchesonNEETsites

BENGALURU, DHNS: The city
police have arrested a man
for murdering his 77-year-old
aunt to steal Rs 15,000 and
goldornamentsonThursday.

Ganesh, nephew of Muni-
yamma, a resident of Bagalur,
wascaughtwithinthreehours
of the murder. Muniyamma
was livingalone.

The police said the mur-
der happened on Thursday
around 11 pm. Ganesh, a driv-
er, is the son of Muniyamma’s
sister, who was living close by.
An alcoholic, Ganesh used to
demandmoneyfromhisaunt.

Investigationsrevealedthat
Muniyamma would sleep at
her sister’s place every night.
But she did not turn up on
Thursday. Sensing something
was amiss, her sister rushed
to her house and found the
door bolted from inside. She
peeped in through the win-
dow, and saw Ganesh inside.
When she called out to Ga-
nesh, he opened the door and
fllf ed. Ganesh’s mother went in
and found Muniyamma lying
motionless. Her gold chain, a
bangleandcashweremissing.
Shealertedthepolice.

Muniyamma’s sister told
thepolicethatshesawGanesh
running out after shutting
himself in thehouseearlier.

“Ganesh knew that Muni-
yammahadwithdrawnmoney
from the bank and pestered
her to lend it for liquor,” the
police,quotedherassaying.

The police registered a
case of murder and arrested
Ganesh from Bagalur. In his
confession, the accused said
hestrangledhertodeathsince
sherefusedtolendhimmoney.

Alcoholic kills
aunt; steals
money, gold

Mango mela
extended

»The horticulture depart-
ment and Karnataka

State Mango Development
and Marketing Board have
decided to extend the date
of the mango and jackfruit
mela, being held at the
Lalbagh Botanical Garden,
to June 24. According to the
earlier schedule, the event
was to be held between May
25 and June 15.

BENGALURU, DHNS: Three
drivers, whom the police had
arrested for robbery, turned
out to be the perpetrators of a
gang-rapesixmonthsago.

The police stumbled on the
gang-rape when they discov-
ered the woman’s jewellery in
the suspects’ possession. The
victim belongs to Madanay-
akanahalli.

The suspects — autorick-
shaw drivers Bharat G K (24),
residinginMaakli;Harish(26)
from Moodalpalya; and their
associate Pramod (21), a cab
driver from Nandini Layout,
are all natives of Mandya and
Tumakuru.

On Wednesday, the police
received information that

threemenrobbedpeoplenear
the Ravindu Toyota workshop
and government soap factory,
brandishingaknife.

They targeted people walk-
ing alone and stole gold, cash
andgadgets.

The jurisdictional Ma-
halakshmi Layout police
formed a special squad and
nabbedthethreemen.During
interrogation, they confessed
tothecrime.

Thepolicerecoveredseveral
stolen items like gold jewel-
lery and phones. When asked
about some of the jewellery,
they confessed that it was a
mangalsutra of a woman they
had gang-raped six months
ago.

Casehistory
Thewomanwasknowntoone
of them. Promising a moped,
the men took her in Pramod’s
car to Hubbanahalli village
in KR Pete in Mandya. One of
their friends joined the three
suspectsand they took thecar
toa secludedspot,where they
raped her taking turns. They
then dropped her at Hiresave
town and threatened of dire
consequences if she spoke
about the incident. The wom-
an did not lodge a police com-
plaint.

The police are now on the
lookoutforthefourthaccused
intherapecase,andaretrying
to contact the woman to get
her to lodgeacomplaint.

Probingrobbery,police stumble
onsix-month-oldgang-rape


