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Bengaluru: Bengaluru development minis-
ter K J George visited the ailing Ulsoor Lake
on Wednesday after two recent episodes of
fish kill highlighted the extent to which the
waterbody is polluted. 

George announced that an advanced ox-
idation method will be tried at Ulsoor Lake to
increase the water’s dissolved oxygen (DO)
levels. The pilot project will be undertaken
by EcoGenetech, a private firm, the minister
said. The process will include removing al-
gae that suffocates the waterbody.

Large-scale fish kill was reported in the
lake twice in the last couple of months. In
both instances, the dissolved oxygen levels
in the waterbody had dropped to zero.
Though the BBMP claims to have installed 10
aerators in the beginning of April, only two
were seen functioning during the minister’s
visit. The lake’s green slimy water bore testi-
mony to its plight.

“The oxidation process should increase
the lake’s DO levels. We’ll first try it out in
Ulsoor. If successful, we’ll implement it in
other lakes facing similar sewage prob-
lems. Ulsoor Lake is important for the peo-
ple of Bengaluru and we have to safeguard
it,” the minister aid.

The BWSSB on its part claims to have
fixed all the ‘glitches’ in the pipelines that re-
sulted in flow of sewage into the waterbody.
While a sedimentation tank has been built to
prevent floating sewage from entering the
lake, the existing sewage is yet to be removed. 

“The work of diverting sewage is almost
complete; the waste will be carried through a

pipeline that runs all
the way to Old Air-
port Road and will be
treated in the exist-
ing STP near Chal-
laghatta till the new
one near MEG is con-
structed,” said KR
Manjunath, addi-
tional chief engi-
neer, BWSSB.

“Only rainwater
should be allowed in-
to the lake. But hap-
hazard connections
from homes to
stormwater drains
cause the problem,”
he added.

When the last
fish kill was report-
ed at Ulsoor Lake in
May, the KSPCB
chairman had sanc-

tioned a Rs 4-crore STP to be set up in Ulsoor.
However, the work is yet to begin.

George said the proposed STP with a ca-
pacity of 2MLD will be up and running in 8
months. “The tendering is expected to be
completed in 10 days. The stormwater drains
around the lake will be desilted before mon-
soon. The BBMP has taken up the lake’s
cleaning and has roped in a private party for
the same,” he added.

When asked about the recent fish kill in
Hebbal Lake, the minister simply said: “I will
look into it.”

KSPCB chairman Lakshman said the DO
levels at Hebbal Lake stood at was 3.5 mg/l.
“I’m waiting for the comprehensive report
which will have details about the quality of
the water,” he added.

Advanced oxidation
to revive Ulsoor Lake

The main pollutant in Ulsoor 
Lake is sewage which 
gradually reduces the 

dissolved oxygen (DO) levels. To 
ensure healthy DO levels, we’ll install 
four diffusers (containing liquid 
oxygen) which will slowly mix with 
water. This process will reduce 
microbic contents (coliform and 
e-coli) and help reduce foul odour. 
Ecogenetech will have 20 days to 
prove the diffusers work
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Bengaluru: An expert committee
constituted by the government to sub-
mit a suitable proposal for restoration
of Bellandur Lake on Wednesday in-
spected the inlets and outlets of raw
sewage entering the waterbody.

The members, who went around
the lake in boats with help from MEG

spect Varthur Lake on June 9.
“We found over 27 illegal connec-

tions to the lake from IT parks and
apartments. There were many under-
ground connections too. Stormwater
drains and lakebeds have been en-
croached upon beside dumping solid
waste and construction debris,”said
Prof TV Ramachandra, IISc and mem-
ber of Bellandur lake panel. 

trolled. The pumping station near Ag-
ara lake side is expected to be ready in
9 months. The silt will be tested for tox-
icity and we will then decide on what
will be done with it,” he added.

“We noticed raw sewage being di-
rectly dumped near an STP plant close
to Sarjapura Road,” Shridhar Pab-
bishetty of Namma Bengaluru Foun-
dation said. The committee will in-

& Centre personnel, found multiple
entries of untreated sewage and huge
quantities of silt and sludge accumu-
lated. The committee is headed by Ma-
hendra Jain, additional chief secreta-
ry to government, urban development
department. “About 100mld of sewage
is entering the lake from Koramanga-
la side. Once we arrest that the fresh
flow of untreated sewage can be con-

Panel inspection at Bellandur Lake reveals illegal sewage inlets 
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