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Bengaluru, which is now turning into a concrete jungle, was once called the “Garden City” of
India. Sprawling lakes and beautiful canopies adorned the city. Rapid urbanisation has led to the
decrease of green cover to the extent that only 14,78,500 trees are left, according to an IISc
study.

With this severe reduction of green cover, the only respite for Bangalore is the Bannerghatta
National Park, which is often called the lungs of the city. Bannerghatta National park situated in
the south of Bangalore was started in the year 1971 over an area of 110.1 sq.km comprised of 12
reserve forests. Now, a total of 11005.89 Ha of the area is under the park.

Importance of Bannerghatta
It is home to several species of animals including the endangered Asian Elephants, Indian Gaur,
Sambar Deer, Spotted Deer, Wild pig, Sloth Bear, Pangolin, Black-naped Hare etc. Now, just
several species of reptiles, mammals, amphibians and birds live in the forest. It is also an
important location on the northern side of Mysore Elephant Reserve. It facilitates the movement
path for Asian elephants that migrate from the adjacent Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, Krishnagiri
and Hosur Forest Division of Tamil Nadu.
It is a crucial watershed for streams such as Antaragange Hole, Rayathmala Hole, Hebbalahalla,
Suvarnamukhi. All these streams drain into the river Cauvery. It also sustains hydrology vital for
maintaining the hydrological regime of rivers.
There are almost 120 human settlements located within five kms from the Bannerghatta National
Park boundary, and there are five human settlements inside. Scheduled Tribes dominate the
settlements with livestock rearing and agriculture as their main profession.

What is the need for the forest?
The unchecked exploitation of forest resources due to urbanisation has been a significant threat
to the conservation of forest and its resources.
Stone quarrying and artificial sand manufacturing industries have been posing threats to the
survival of national park. Even though there is a ban on quarrying of building materials around
the national park to a radius of 1 km from the boundary of the park, the quarrying activities go
unchecked.
This 1 km around the park also called the ‘Safe Zone’, was made in the interest of providing
peaceful and tranquil habitat to wildlife. Unabated activities of quarrying are causing
disturbances to wildlife due to excessive use of explosives and regular movement of heavy
vehicles. These quarrying activities are illegal.
The illegal quarrying issue gave rise to human-animal conflict around the elephant corridor in
Bannerghatta forest. Roads have been illegally built through the forest resulting in increasing
number of road kills.

Not only quarrying, poaching, stealing of natural resources of the forest, and theft of sand is
rampant in the area. In a notable incident, three poachers (with crude bombs to blow up wild
boars) were apprehended by forest guards who were unfortunately beaten up by the poachers.
The forest guards reported the matter to the police but the incident was ‘resolved’ when the
poachers reached an amicable settlement with the forest guards.

Elephants under threat
Most elephant corridors in the State are under threat. In 2012, Dr Raman Sukumar, pachydermist
and professor of IISc along with a few others identified 20 corridors in South India. Almost
77.23% of these corridors were regularly being used by elephants to move from one place to the
other.
The Thalli-Tanda corridor connects the Bannerghatta National Park, Kanakapura range and the
northern part of Hosur forest division. Justice Shailendra Kumar in 2012, directed officials of the
mines and geology department to ensure that no illegal quarrying takes place within the ‘Safe
Zone’. The order was first issued in 1991.
More than 20 years have gone by, but the quarries keep functioning inside the forest. This is
because of the alleged nexus between the quarrying lobby and the officials of the mines and
geology department. Even though Bannerghatta Police station and deputy conservator of forest
office are situated near the park, the activities fail to halt.
Elephants are sensitive to sound, and they get easily startled a by a loud noise. A forest guard
says that the quarries, they use gelatin stick for blasting and that noise and dust makes elephants
go crazy. They wander into the villages and stray from agricultural land.
Elephants also need 250-300 kgs of fodder and 150 litres of water a day to survive. But with the
reduction of habitats due to the quarries and coming up of new private resorts, the elephant has
nowhere to go. There is also a severe shortage of fodder and water. All these reasons together
have forced elephants to stray into human settlements.
There is also an increase of filter sands in the area. The filter sand units are usually placed near
the water. These units separate sand through a filtering process. These units are hindering the
movement of elephants near water bodies. According to the sand policy that came out in April
2011, filter sand units are banned in the state.
In 2016, new licenses have been issued to quarry owners despite the forest department trying o
put an end to such activities for a long time. Even though many letters have been written to the
mines and geology department to stop mining, no action has been initiated against quarry
owners. The letters have been filed with signatures of the villagers of Ragihalli, Shivanahalli and
surrounding areas to stop the quarrying. Copies of the various letters are available with The
Logical Indian.

How is new license being issued?
A new license is being granted on a regular basis because the quarry owners use a loophole in the
law to get their environmental clearances. According to the law, mining cannot be done within a
1-km radius of the forest. But the height of the hills and hillocks around Bannerghatta is taken
into consideration.
Vishnu Narain, a conservationist, living in the area and fighting for the cause of nature said,
“The politicians and the quarry owners are all hand-in-hand in these matters. The money keeps
flowing, and the quarrying keeps on happening. So many beautiful places around the jungle have
been destroyed because of the same.”
The recent study by Energy and Wetlands Group from IISc found that out of the total 8,938
hectares available around 5,655 hectares have been encroached upon. The ecology of the area is
under threat.
Conservationalists have started a petition which calls for urgently revoking the PIL to save
Bannerghatta National Park. If you feel that the conservation of such diverse flora and fauna is of
utmost importance, then sign the petition here.

